Five Year Policies

The following policies will be removed from the Arizona Farm Bureau policy book in 2012 unless amended or reaffirmed at the 2011 annual meeting.
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Reservation Expansion XE "Reservation Expansion" :

We oppose the expansion of any current Native American reservation. We are also opposed to the creation of any new reservations. If the Native American tribes purchase land they must continue paying the property taxes. (2007)
Property Rights XE "Property Rights" :

We affirm in the strongest language possible our belief in the constitutional right to private property ownership and to protect those rights.

We support the right of farmers and ranchers to hold on to their rights to own and use private property. We support legislation which affirms those rights.

Government entities should be required to perform an economic impact analysis before adopting new regulations or taking a government action that may result in a taking of private property such as open space or greenbelt requirements. We urge legislative bodies and the courts to recognize the reality and disastrous effects of partial takings through regulatory actions. We urge a national recognition that partial takings should be compensated.
We support a policy of no net loss of private lands in Arizona and of not having private lands removed from the property tax rolls.

We strongly believe private landowners forced to provide certain riparian habitat, aesthetic views, wetlands, critical habitat and other costly management procedures on lands near federal or state parks and other wildlife areas should either have that land purchased at fair market value by the agency requiring the restriction or be quickly and fully compensated for all expenses and/or loss of the use of said land.

We strongly support and will defend the Private Property Protection Act of 1992. We consider public land leases and grazing permits to be private property duly worked and paid for. Any law change that would devalue these leases or permits is considered taking of private property. 

We oppose any legislation that would allow public access to or through private property without permission of the property owner or authorized agent. We support legislation that requires government officials to notify property owners and obtain permission before going onto private property.

We oppose action by government agencies, acting individually or collectively, which would result in:

1.  Involuntary net loss of private land in any state; and 

2.  Action that would increase the amount of land which is exempt from state and local laws and property taxes.

We call for review of all government regulations that encroach on the rights of property owners. We urge amendment or deletion of statutes or regulations that allow government agencies, either on their own determination or in collusion with other government agencies, to establish rules of control which interfere with individual property rights. Members or employees of government agencies acting outside the scope of their authority or in violation of the constitution should be held personally liable, either civilly or criminally, for any damage that might occur.
We should continue our effort to protect private property rights and the rights of those own land, timber or other valuable considerations associated with land ownership.

We believe that any action by government that diminishes an owner’s right to use this property, including buffer strips, easements and viewsheds, constitutes a taking of that owner’s property. Therefore, government should provide due process and compensation to the exact degree that an owner’s right to use this property has been diminished by government action. Compensation will be paid from the budget of the specific agency responsible for the restriction on the right of an owner to use his property. We recommend legislation, which provides maximum protection through compensation when government projects devalue adjoining private property. Furthermore, we believe that the just basis for compensation in such cases is fair market value or the economic loss to the landowner.

We oppose any government action that will abridge people’s right to use their property for legitimate purposes unless there is full and equitable compensation for the reduction in the use of property. Partial taking of the property shall be prohibited unless compensation is made for reduction in the value of the total property.

We oppose the taking of property for hike or bike trails through the power of eminent domain. Property shall be acquired for such purposes through mutual agreement between the property owner and the governmental entity and other organizations.

If a government agency or other organization establishes a hike or bike trail, it shall ensure protection of adjoining landowners by providing adequate fencing and protection from liability issues related to the use of such facilities.

We believe that businesses, industries and farmers who have to expend sums of money to prove they are meeting environmental regulations should be reimbursed their expenditures if they are meeting the requirements before the government agency questioned their performance.

When regulations or legislation regarding rare, threatened or endangered species, or environmental restrictions alter agricultural practices, agricultural producers should be compensated for the cost of these altered agricultural practices.

We support legislation that would protect innocent private property owners from property confiscation in the event that illegal substances are found, stored or growing on private property without the landowner’s knowledge or consent. (2007)
Improvement Districts XE "Improvement Districts" :
We oppose municipal improvement districts, which place the burden of improvements on farmland. (2007)

Annexation XE "Annexation" :

We oppose cities and towns dropping annexation signature requirements in areas adjacent to cities and towns.

We oppose cities regulating land outside their legal boundaries. This includes the use of eminent domain in all water transfer matters.

Involuntary annexation by a municipality should not impose a burden on existing agricultural activities or reduce the level of services received at the time of annexation, such as road maintenance. The failure of a municipality to provide full services, i.e. water, sewer and road maintenance, within 24 months will give the landowner the option to select de-annexation. Upon annexation, any governmental entity should not be allowed to change zoning on any annexed property without the landowner’s written consent. 

If a municipality violates a landowner’s rights in a zoning or annexation proceeding, that municipality should pay the legal costs incurred by the landowner to protect his or her rights.

We oppose allowing cities and towns to buy state owned land at the appraised value without the currently required public auction. 

We shall seek legislation to provide reasonable restrictions on cities and towns regarding annexation of government owned lands.  Reasonable restrictions could include such things as requiring verifiable consent of a majority of the adjoining and nearby private property landowners, and allowing annexation of government land only if it is less than two miles distant from the nearest private land which is already included in the city or town.
Annexations made since January 1, 2000 of large expanses of government lands should be retroactively subject to ratification by adjacent and nearby private property owners.  If the involved cities or towns fail to prove verifiable consent by a majority of such landowners within nine months of the law’s passage the annexation should be automatically reversed. (2007)

Vehicle Barrier Fence At The Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument XE "Vehicle Barrier Fence At The Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument" :

We support the continued building of the vehicle barrier fence on the Mexico border at the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The vehicle barrier fence is helping to protect the environment of the national monument from border crossers. In addition visitors are more willing to visit the monument because of the vehicle barrier fence. (2007)
Legal Access XE "Legal Access" :

The Arizona Department of Real Estate maintains that for sales purposes legal access to private lands must be by recorded easement or dedication. The Arizona Game and Fish Commission claims that any prior public use of a roadway across private lands constitutes legal access. Clarification of legal access for all purposes is needed to prevent serious trouble between landowners, sportsmen and recreationalists. (2007)

Ranching for Wildlife XE "Ranching for Wildlife" :

We direct Arizona Farm Bureau to pursue ranching for wildlife legislation, to be introduced in the 2006 session and continue each year thereafter until passed. (2007)
Groundwater XE "Groundwater" :

We support the use of groundwater on agricultural lands with historic water use (i.e. irrigation grandfathered rights). We believe that use of this water is an inherent property right attached to the land.

Groundwater XE "Groundwater"  should maintain its separate identity, whether used alone or in combination with another water resource. The groundwater withdrawal fee should be removed from lands used for agricultural purposes. (2007)
Renewable Water Resources XE "Renewable Water Resources" :

We oppose the continued efforts by the legislature and the Department of Water Resources XE "Department of Water Resources"  to obtain control over the use of surface water by regulation.

We support the use of renewable water resources whenever it is economically available, in lieu of the use of groundwater.

We support use of surface water supplies within irrigation districts to the limit of its economically feasible availability.

As an incentive to agricultural use, the use of surface water that is not co-mingled should not be included in the Arizona Department of Water Resources XE "Department of Water Resources"  calculations of water duty allotments. (2007)

Reclaimed Water XE "Reclaimed Water"  (Municipal Effluent):

We support the expanded use of reclaimed water (municipal effluent) by agriculture as a supplement to or replacement for other water resources and the coordination of water quality regulations to facilitate delivery and use of reclaimed water for agriculture. We support the development of partnerships between municipalities and agricultural water users to fully utilize reclaimed water supplies. We also support research on uses of reclaimed water.

As an incentive to agricultural users, use of reclaimed water should not be included in the Arizona Department of Water Resources XE "Department of Water Resources"  calculations of water duty allotments. (2007)
Indirect Recharge XE "Indirect Recharge" :

Agriculture’s contribution to replenishing the aquifer through indirect recharge should be fully recognized. Calculations of indirect recharge from land in agricultural production should be included in Arizona water budgets. (2007)
Recharge XE "Recharge" :

We support recharging groundwater aquifers with renewable water resources when such resources are surplus to direct beneficial uses. The capture and recharge of urban runoff can infringe on existing rights. Urban recharge should not necessarily be credited to the urban community if runoff from the same areas has contributed to surface water supplies of the downstream right holders historically. Upstream recharge can enhance the water situation locally while degrading the situation for a prior right holder further downstream. 

Agricultural lands with irrigation grandfathered rights and agriculture-related industries using Type I, Type II or general industrial use permits must remain exempt from any state requirement to replenish mined groundwater. (2007)
Agriculture Conservation Programs XE "Agriculture Conservation Programs" :

Any conservation program for agriculture must be economically, agronomically and technically feasible and reflect differences in farming conditions and cropping patterns.

Alternative conservation programs for agriculture must allow growers the flexibility to take advantage of economic opportunities that present themselves and use water in as efficient a manner as economically practicable for those crops. Conservation programs must not preclude a farmer’s response to future market opportunities. A Best Management Practices program would meet these needs.

We believe equivalency in conservation programs means that production agriculture in the future will use no more water in an AMA than production agriculture uses currently in that AMA (due to declining acreage in production as land is retired for development). 

Flex credits belong to the owner of the property on which the credits were earned. Flex credit transfers should be allowed to occur during the second calendar year following the year for which the credit was registered, so that the farmers know the availability of credits before entering the growing season, and should be marketable within the same sub-basin. (2007)
Central Arizona Project XE "Central Arizona Project" :

We support the efforts of the Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD) to provide the lowest possible water rates, consistent with sound business practices.
We recommend that Central Arizona Water Conservation District develop and use its G.S.F. indirect underground storage and recovery program. 

We support the resolution of Native American water claims. Any settlements would be final. If the Central Arizona Project XE "Central Arizona Project"  water is used to fill the water requirement, the non-Native American agriculture customers should receive compensation and/or other benefits for their loss. At a minimum, non-Native American irrigation districts should retain access to enough water to allow them to reasonably retire their distribution system debts. Any water allocated to Native American water rights should be used only within Arizona. 

We support the elements of the Arizona Water Banking Authority. (2007)

Weather Management XE "Weather Management" :

We support research in Arizona to explore the feasibility of supplementing natural precipitation in order to stabilize and improve surface water supplies for all Arizona water users. (2007)

Water Retention Structures XE "Water Retention Structures" :

We support the construction of water retention structures. in the upper Gila River water shed. These structures will increase recreational opportunities, increase water quality, reduce damage from large storms, floods, and other natural disasters, and restore the flow to its pre Euro-American settlement characteristics. (2007)
Lake Powell XE "Lake Powell" :

Lake Powell XE "Lake Powell"  provides much needed electricity, irrigation and municipal water and recreation. Therefore, we oppose any plan to drain Lake Powell. We oppose releases of Lake Powell that are not in accord with water demands, hydroelectric power generation and/or flood control criteria. (2007)

Man-Made Lakes and Reservoirs XE "Man-Made Lakes and Reservoirs" :

We oppose any plan to drain or change the designation or scope of man-made lakes or reservoirs that provide much needed electricity, irrigation and municipal water. We oppose releases of water that are not in accord with water demands, hydroelectric power generation and/or flood control criteria. (2007)
Surface Water Entitlement XE "Surface Water Entitlement" :

We recognize that the agricultural areas along the Colorado River are uniquely situated to take full advantage of that river, and that the farmers in those areas have established irrigation districts with adequate allocations of Colorado River water, and have perfected those water rights through decades of toil and hardships working their land. We realize also that any movement of this Colorado River water outside of those counties bordering the river could only be at a cost that would make such water prohibitively expensive for any kind of agricultural activity. As such, and as those Colorado River allocations are a crucial natural resource to western Arizona’s municipal and industrial users as well as to agricultural interest, and as the agricultural production in western Arizona is increasingly valuable to all people throughout the entire state as well as the nation, we are opposed to the sale and/or transfer of Colorado River water entitlement in western Arizona outside of the irrigation districts to which those entitlements belong, or are contracted with the United States government.

We recognize that the agricultural areas along the Gila River have also perfected their water rights through decades of toil, decrees, litigation and hardships working their land. We realize that any movement of the Gila River water outside decreed areas or taking water rights away to give to someone else inside the decreed areas would make farming prohibitive. This would have a detrimental effect on economics in those areas. We should work toward protecting these rights. 

Agriculture’s use of water should be maintained as number one priority for Coolidge Dam.

Water rights for irrigation should take precedence over water claims for maintenance of riparian areas or for the benefit of endangered or threatened species. (2007)

Upper Gila Water Issues XE "Upper Gila Water Issues" :

We support the efforts of a legislative settlement for the Upper Gila River through the use of a resolution task force committee comprised of individuals that belong to the Gila Valley Irrigation District and tribal leaders.

The federal government should address the water quality problem and bring the upper Gila River into compliance for turbidity.

In the settlement, if the action of the federal government through the taking of water rights from the Upper Gila users occurs, the federal government must compensate those affected parties and buy the land and businesses according to the takings clause of the U.S. Constitution. (2007)
Native American Water XE "Native American Water" :

We urge prompt settlement of all Native American water claims. Arizona citizens should not be required to fulfill a federal commitment. We support resolving Native American water claims through negotiated water settlements. Native American water settlements should have the participation of all parties with interests in the affected water. In case of potential conflicting claims, the Arizona surface water general adjudication process should be allowed to settle those conflicts. Claims should not be settled with groundwater, and any surface water should be acquired from willing sellers without the federal government bearing the costs. The settlements shall consider historic water use decrees. The settlements must contain language to protect the water rights of the communities affected. 

The federal government should bear all the monetary costs of both parties of any settlement and/or litigation. 
Water allocated to Native American reservations should not be sold interstate. We do, however, support the right of Native Americans to use allocated water as they see fit within their respective reservations even though they may have multi-state boundaries. (2007)

Water Measuring Devices XE "Water Measuring Devices" :

We support legislation that provides tax credits for the registration of water rights and for the cost, installation and maintenance of water measuring devices as mandated by Arizona’s Groundwater XE "Groundwater"  Code. We urge all methods of alternative measuring devices be given consideration including the use of weirs and power usage. (2007)
Type I Right XE "Type I Right" :

If a city or municipality leases water rights for municipal use, upon termination of the lease, the city or the municipality would lose the right to continue the use of the water and no new water right could be established and the area served with the leased water shall not be considered a service area. As cities expand into agricultural areas and provide for their water needs by securing groundwater through the drilling of new wells, the cities should be required to post bond to cover compensation for any damages to the existing wells in the area due to salt intrusion or lowering of water tables. (2007)

Municipal Water Transfers XE "Municipal Water Transfers" :

It is poor public policy for municipalities to purchase remote land for the associated water right with the intent of transferring this water. This practice results in severe economic hardships for affected rural areas. This is particularly true where municipalities have not implemented effective conservation planning techniques and strategies regarding groundwater, renewable water and water that could be captured and stored. Cities should not be able to import remote non-recharging water, if the cities purchasing these remote waters have not reached conservation goals. In no event should a water transfer under a Type II right exceed 50% of water allocated under such right.

No water should be allowed to be transferred outside of Arizona. All Arizona water shall be used within the borders of Arizona, regardless of ownership. (2007)
Stock Waters XE "Stock Waters" :

We support the lessee’s right to water developed by the lessee on public lands. We support a rancher’s right to water they own on their property (base waters) and all water they own the rights to on state and federal lands. (2007)
Water Conservation

We believe that the positive effects produced by water conservation efforts should be encouraged without reducing the water entitlement of the conserving district or area.

Arizona and its various agencies should be required to adopt landscape designs to conform with its distinctive arid climate. 

Current technology should be developed and implemented regarding water conservation techniques and strategies. Educational programming to water users should be accelerated regarding available water conservation technology. (2007) 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations XE "Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations" :

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) should provide training and certification for CAFO operators to meet Clean Water Act permit requirements. 

NRCS should prioritize the funding of the animal agriculture share of the environmental quality incentives program (EQIP) among CAFO operations that need assistance to meet pollution prevention requirements. NRCS should also provide training and/or certification to third party vendors to assist CAFO operators in complying with CAFO regulations in the development of comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) and facility design. EQIP funding should be made available to pay third-party vendors for CNMP and CAFO facility design and engineering.

Any new rules, regulations or new enforcement of the Clean Water Act (CWA) as applied to concentrated animal feeding operations must take into consideration the unique climate and topographical conditions of Arizona, rather than apply those designed for other regions where the risk of groundwater nitrate contamination is more acute.

Any new rules, regulations or new enforcement of the CWA must preserve the 25-year 24-hour storm permit exemption.

Any new rules, regulations or new enforcement of the CWA must not extend point source regulations to non-point sources such as farm and ranch fields and pastures as that would exceed the authority granted by congress in the CWA.

Individual states should retain control of implementation of Clean Water Act regulations and compliance monitoring. Enforcement actions should be triggered only by an actual illegal discharge into the waters of the United States. The owner(s) of a CAFO should not be considered liable by any government agency for later actions of a person who assumes ownership of manure generated by the CAFO. (2007)

Riparian Areas
We support efforts to preserve in a natural state those unique and pristine areas showing no appreciable evidence of use by modern man as currently designated.
Any further consideration of lands as riparian areas in Arizona should emphasize a requirement that there be no adverse economic impacts upon agriculture.

We support the continued protection of naturally occurring and pristine riparian areas.

The definition of a riparian area should be based upon meeting all requirements for consecutive days of surface saturation, hydric soils and the presence of a majority of wetland plants. A riparian area, even though it may meet all three criteria, may only be designated after a request for designation has been made by a state agency or interested parties. The definition of riparian should clearly state that all man-made water retention ponds, lakes and/or pump back systems are not to be designated riparian. Local jurisdictions should be allowed to challenge riparian designation on public lands based upon a cost benefit analysis and the maintenance of the land's multiple use.
To clarify ownership of potential riparian areas, navigable stream designations should be limited to those streams with characteristics of a watercourse, which would have enabled Arizona to claim title to them as a result of their admission into the union. It shall clearly state that streams that only flow intermittently or during flooding are not navigable.

Local jurisdictions should not be allowed to designate riparian areas.

Riparian areas cannot be designated on private land unless the landowner gives permission.

In establishing riparian areas, existing surface water rights and groundwater usage must be protected; private property must be protected when access is sought to these designated riparian areas; the designation must not hamper the multiple use of the riparian area; and the designation must not damage the use of adjoining land or its value. The establishment of a riparian area shall not restrict flood control structures or public health control measures from being developed to protect private and public property, and public health and safety. One state agency shall be responsible for designating riparian areas. If a dispute arises regarding a riparian area, arbitration of state and federal agencies should be required in a timely fashion. (2007)

Wild and Scenic Rivers XE "Wild and Scenic Rivers" :

We support efforts to preserve in a natural state those unique and pristine areas showing no appreciable evidence of use by modern man as currently designated.

Any further consideration of lands as wild and scenic rivers in Arizona should emphasize a requirement that there be no adverse economic impacts upon agriculture. (2007)
District Voting Policy XE "District Voting Policy" :

We support legislation that amends A.R.S. allowing irrigation and electrical districts to adopt an acreage system of voting. (2007)

Food Quality Standards for raw and fresh-cut fruits and vegetables XE "Food Quality Standards for raw and fresh-cut fruits and vegetables" 
We support the concept of national standards published by the USDA XE "USDA"  and USFDA that are based on reasonable and sound science and are practical to implement.  We believe, however that these standards should take the form of “Good Agricultural Practices” and not the form of marketing orders or federal or state mandates for domestic producers. (2007)

State of Origin Labeling XE "State of Origin Labeling" :

We believe that it should be mandatory for all fresh market vegetables, fruits, meat and fish sold at the retail level to be clearly labeled to identify state of origin for the consumer.

With the consolidation of the retail food industry and globalization of fresh market food supplies, the consumer has a right to know the harvest origin of fresh market food products purchased.

Consumers generally know of the relatively high level of environmental and pesticide regulations that U.S. producers must follow. State of origin labeling will further enable consumers to identify the seasonal movement of shipping regions and relative quality of their fresh market food. (2007)
Country of Origin Labeling XE "Country of Origin Labeling" :

We support timely implementation of Country of Origin Labeling XE "Country of Origin Labeling"  as provided for in the 2002 Farm Bill XE "Farm Bill" . Country of Origin Labeling should be considered a separate and distinct issue from animal ID. (2007)
Special Use Labels for Agricultural Chemicals XE "Agricultural Chemicals" :

We strongly support renewal of special use labeling for agricultural chemicals such as Applaud. We also support a more equitable pricing formula for these chemicals. (2007)
Organic Food Standards XE "Organic Food Standards" :

To maintain the integrity of organic agriculture, we support the enforcement of established organic production standards. (2007)

Buffer Zones XE “Buffer Zones” :

We support the current law that allows a farmer to determine whether he or she will provide a buffer zone for schools, day care centers or nursing homes to be developed adjacent to his or her property. Additionally, schools, day care centers, nursing homes and hospitals must bear the financial losses incurred to crop and agricultural landowners by the establishment of the buffer zone. 

Developers should be required to provide the mandatory buffer zones created by new development adjacent to agricultural land. (2007)

Mosquito Abatement XE "Mosquito Abatement" :
Mosquito abatement requires the cooperation of property owners, but it should primarily be the responsibility of county and local health officials. (2007)
Weed and Pest Abatement XE "Weed and Pest Abatement" :

Anyone purchasing farmland, including a political subdivision, and retiring it from agriculture shall be made legally responsible for keeping that land clear of the Russian Thistle as well as other noxious weeds, in order to protect adjacent farms and irrigation canals from windblown debris and seed contamination. (2007)
Noxious Weeds XE "Noxious Weeds" :

The laws prohibiting the planting of noxious weeds, especially for wildlife or riparian management should be vigorously enforced. (2007)

Invasive Plants XE "Invasive Plants" :

We support monitoring, education and regulation of invasive insects and plants and discourage the use of invasive plants that have spread or may spread into native ecosystems and dominate or disrupt those ecosystems. We also encourage the use of native and non-native plant material, provided such material is adapted to a particular site.  When determining the invasive potential of plants, we support assessments by qualified experts prior to the plant’s introduction, sale or regulation in Arizona.  (2007)

Weed Control in Waterways XE "Weed Control in Waterways" :

We request that the Arizona Game and Fish Commission consider the stocking of weed infested lakes, ponds, and irrigation and drainage canals with the White Amur (Cpenonpharygoton I della-gal). We support the continued stocking of the White Amur in the Yuma main canal and west canals and the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation District. (2007)
State Income Taxes XE "State Income Taxes" :  

We support continuation of the state income tax as a mix of taxes collected by the state for operation of the state. Government needs to maintain a sound fiscal policy. 

We support tax credits that support small business. (2007)
Legalized Gambling XE "Legalized Gambling" :

We oppose casino-style gambling in Arizona and the Arizona Lottery. 

If gambling continues on the Native American reservations, the state should receive casino benefits for the state of Arizona on a percentage of profit basis. (2007)

Livestock Warranties XE "Livestock Warranties" :

We favor legislation exempting the sale of Arizona livestock from implied warranties of merchantability and fitness. (2007)

Leash Laws XE "Leash Laws" :

We urge the government entities to enforce their leash laws. (2007)

Certified Nurseries XE "Certified Nurseries" :

We support only voluntary certification of nurseries. (2007)
Scale Certification XE "Scale Certification" :

Arizona should certify private scales at a reasonable charge. (2007)

Hazardous Waste Disposal XE "Hazardous Waste Disposal" :

We favor the development of a comprehensive hazardous waste disposal system for Arizona. We are in support of county hazardous waste collection centers so that all county residents have a place to take hazardous waste. We believe the most environmentally sound and economically practical approach is to establish regional detoxification sites. Hazardous waste, if practical, should be neutralized or detoxified prior to being transported to permanent disposal sites. This approach reduces public hazard during both transportation and ultimate disposal. Arizona should provide an approved method to dispose of outdated or banned pesticides.

Manure shall not be classified as a hazardous waste. (2007)
Tire Recycling XE "Tire Recycling" :

We believe Arizona should continue to encourage and facilitate the private development of a tire recycling facility in the state. (2007)

Methane Emissions XE "Methane Emissions" :

We oppose any attempt to regulate methane emissions from ruminant animals under the clean air act or any other legislative vehicle. (2007) 

Agricultural Improvement Districts XE "Improvement Districts" :

We oppose legislation that would bring Agricultural Improvement Districts XE "Improvement Districts"  or other instrumentalities of the State under the control of the Corporation Commission. (2007)

Mail Delivery XE "Mail Delivery" :

We endorse and support the Uniform Rural Addressing program in all fifteen Arizona counties. (2007)

Argentina Citrus XE "Argentina Citrus" :

We oppose the import of Argentina citrus into the United States, until that citrus is certified free of all harmful phytosanitary problems and pests. (2007)
Drug Education and Enforcement XE "Drug Education and Enforcement" 
We support effective enforcement of present laws and the enactment of new legislation where needed to prevent the importation, manufacturing, and distribution of such materials.

We support effective penalties including rehabilitation measures for first offense users and urge increased penalties, including capital punishment, for those engaged in the illegal distribution or sale of narcotics and drugs.

We oppose legalization of marijuana. (2007)

Felons XE "Felons" :

We request and support legislation to require felons convicted of first-degree murder be executed to prevent further threats to public safety. (2007)
Court Compensation XE "Court Compensation" :

We support legislation requiring the courts to recover costs of court ‑appointed attorneys whenever possible. (2007)

Compensation for Victims XE "Compensation for Victims" :

We encourage the judicial system to require the convicted criminal to make restitution to the victims of the crime with costs of prosecution reimbursement to appropriate governmental entities. (2007)
Limited Liability of Irrigation Districts XE "Limited Liability of Irrigation Districts" :

We support legislation limiting the liability of irrigation districts from claims or lawsuits arising from recreational or other incidental users of irrigation district property. (2007)
Election vs. Appointment XE "Election vs. Appointment" :

We favor the election, rather than appointment, of all public officials. (2007)

Legislative Districts XE "Legislative Districts" :

We oppose the arbitrary division by legislative boundaries of rural towns, communities and areas where common economic and social bonds exist. (2007)

Non‑Taxpayer Office Holders XE "Non-‑Taxpayer Office Holders" :

We oppose counties being zoned in supervisory districts that will permit non-taxpayers to hold office enabling them to set policy for taxation. (2007)
Governmental and Elected Officials XE "Elected Officials"  Health, Welfare, and Fiscal Responsibility XE "Fiscal Responsibility" :

We believe that elected officials, governmental employees, and public officials should be held accountable to the same safety requirements, inspections and standards as private citizens and companies, and believe that they should be held accountable for any errors affecting the health and safety of people. 

We believe governmental and elected officials and employees should be held fiscally responsible for operating within budgets. They don’t need to have new vehicles to accomplish their job responsibilities. (2007)

Labor XE "Labor"  Availability XE "Labor Availability" :

We support a program to fill the shortages of agriculture’s labor needs on a continuing basis. 

We support an alien work program that does not discriminate against any industries requiring foreign labor such as technology, hospitality, farming and ranching. The requirements and regulations should be the same for all entities. This will increase productivity for all U.S. industries and take the pressure off our border communities and U.S. agencies involvement. (2007)
Harmful Union Activities XE "Harmful Union Activities" :

We vigorously oppose the tactics used by the leaders of the United Farm Workers (U.F.W.) and other labor unions. These strong-arm methods are currently being used on workers and include the malicious destruction of property and the threat of physical harm to the workers and/or members of their families. The result of these actions causes the loss of extremely perishable agricultural commodities. This method of handling a labor disagreement is not in the public's best interest. (2007)
Slow Moving Vehicles XE "Slow Moving Vehicles" :

We recommend that the Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblem be included in the Arizona State Motor Vehicle Manual and driver license tests to familiarize all drivers to its meaning. We recommend that in high-density farming areas caution signs with a tractor and the SMV sign on it be used to warn of potential dangers ahead.

We recommend all farms be encouraged to place the SMV signs on equipment and all blinkers and lights be in working order. (2007) 

Discarded Road Signs XE "Discarded Road Signs" :
Construction barriers used by road construction crews and road departments should be picked up following road work. Discarded signs clutter easements, create road hazards and make it difficult to move equipment on roadways. (2007)
Survey Markers XE "Survey Markers" :

Survey Contractors should be required to remove survey markers in a timely manner after surveying property. Survey companies should pay for damages caused by their markers. (2007)

Driver’s License XE "License"  Issuance XE "Driver’s License Issuance" :

We oppose the new law that prohibits possession of a valid driver license until the age of 18 years. (2007) 

Licensing on Vehicle Fleets XE "Licensing on Vehicle Fleets" :

We support current Arizona Department of Transportation XE "Transportation"  Policy, which enables entities that have fleets of motor vehicles or other licensed vehicles to have the option of renewing all of their vehicles at only one time, rather than the present staggered registration policy. Any commercial vehicle engaged in intra state activity in Arizona should be licensed in Arizona. (2007)
Wide Load Permits XE "Wide Load Permits" :

We support legislation that would allow wide load permits to be intact even when a permittee leaves and returns to the state within the time the permit allows. (2007)

Fuel-Use Permit Charge XE "Fuel-Use Permit Charge" :

We support legislation that would repeal the fuel-use permit charged Arizona registered heavy trucks as they enter the state. (2007)
Truck Safety XE "Truck Safety" :

We recommend that all commercial trucks using Arizona highways, regardless of country of registration, be required to meet federal and state safety requirements for drivers and equipment. (2007)
Mexico Entry Inspection XE "Mexico Entry Inspection" :

We support legislation requiring all persons and vehicles entering Mexico to be inspected by U.S. border guards to verify the ownership of all vehicles and cargo before allowing them to pass into Mexico. (2007)

Punto Colonet Rail Line Through Yuma County XE "Punto Colonet Rail Line Through Yuma County" :

Freight coming from the proposed Punto Colonet port on the western coast of Baja California should use the most direct route in passing from Baja California into California to connect to Union Pacific’s XE "Union Pacific"  main east/west rail line. 

Agricultural areas in Yuma County are highly unsuitable for such a rail line due to food safety, air quality, and transportation issues. Such a rail line passing through established agricultural areas would also negatively affect existing farms, homes, and businesses, and would denigrate quality of life and property values in those areas.
As such, we are adamantly opposed to any rail line originating in Mexico crossing through or in close proximity to agricultural areas of Yuma County. (2007)
Creation Emphasis XE "Creation Emphasis" :

We strongly urge that the biblical perspective of creation be given emphasis along with the theory of spontaneous generation in our public school system. (2007)

Veterinary Training XE "Veterinary Training" :

Numerous Arizona students who have qualified for, and desire to pursue, academic courses leading to veterinarian careers, are now precluded from doing so because of the already overloaded facilities for such training at the available regional schools of veterinary medicine. We should initiate action and work with all other interested bodies to provide the most practical means of providing veterinary medicine training to qualified applicants. 

We support the establishment of a large animal veterinary training and certification program in the state of Arizona to help alleviate the shortage of large animal veterinarians in the state. (2007)
Native American Education XE "Native American Education" :

We call for the federal government to reimburse local school districts for the full cost of educating Native Americans. (2007)
Unemployment Tax XE "Unemployment Tax" :

We support the raising of the minimum quarterly wage level from $20,000 to $40,000 at which an employer is required to pay for the unemployment tax, and favor the adoption of a formula that will keep pace with current wages paid. (2007)

World Crop Reporting XE "World Crop Reporting" :

The United States Department of Agriculture XE "Department of Agriculture"  should promptly release to American producers all satellite and other sources of information on crop acreage and conditions such as production estimates, effects of weather and insect pressures in the United States and foreign countries. The lack of such pertinent information from the United States Department of Agriculture on acres planted throughout the world on major crops, results in wide swings in market prices, which are very costly to the American farmer. (2007)

New Crop Support XE "New Crop Support" :

We support legislation that increases research, promotion and financial aid for new crops in our state. (2007)

Arizona Grain Council XE "Arizona Grain Council" :

Wheat and barley produced in Arizona should be subject to the Arizona Grain Council XE "Arizona Grain Council"  check-off. Corn and sorghum should be exempt from the check-off. Producer sales should not be exempt from the check-off. No remuneration should be given to first buyers for collection fees.

Arizona growers do not need the duplication of fees by the Arizona Grain and Research Promotion Council and the Wheat Growers Association. The Arizona Grain Research and Promotion Council should continue with research and promotion and the Wheat Growers Association should pursue the legislative work of the wheat growers and should be funded by voluntary contributions only. (2007)
Tort and Insurance Reform XE "Tort and Insurance Reform" :

We support tort reform at the state level that would require the non-prevailing party in lawsuits to bear the costs of litigation unless partition of cost is deemed necessary by the judiciary body handling litigation. (2007) 

Farm Bill XE "Farm Bill" :

We should work cohesively with other agricultural organizations both in maintaining the integrity of the current Farm Bill XE "Farm Bill"  and also in addressing the needs of Arizona agriculture, while working on the next Farm Bill.  (2007)
Specialty Crops XE "Specialty Crops"  and the Farm Bill XE "Farm Bill" :

The Farm Bill XE "Farm Bill"  should include an increase in the market access program to include specialty crops, increased funding for the mitigation, eradication and recovery strategies regarding invasive pests, and research funding for integrated projects that combine research, extension and education for the specialty crop sector. (2007)
Public Relations XE "Public Relations" :

The Arizona Farm Bureau Federation shall continue its public relations efforts. Funds and resources may be allocated, to support public relations efforts of the Arizona Farm Bureau Board of Directors. (2007)
President Expenses XE "President Expenses" :

We will pay for all the expenses of the Arizona Farm Bureau President, including travel, lodging and meals when on assignment for the Arizona Farm Bureau. (2007) 

Women in Ag Conference XE "Women in Ag Conference" :

The Arizona Farm Bureau Federation will support the Women in Ag Conference XE "Women in Ag Conference"  with advance publicity, financial support and coverage of the event. (2007)
