Fighting fire before the spark is ignited

Even if the fire season wasn’t approaching, making homes and worksites fire safe is a concern in the drought stricken state. Fire safety is not limited to only the people living in the high country of Arizona. Fire safety guidelines not only apply to people living in rural areas but also to those living inside city limits. 

Americans are a self-reliant group of people and being self-reliant is part of the package when the local fire department is more than just a couple minutes away. Entire homes can be destroyed by fire in a matter of minutes. The United States Fire Administration (USFA) encourages families to plan ahead and prepare for a fire emergency. They suggest that evacuation plans be practiced with your family.  

Fire emergency plans should include which emergency services are available and how to contact them your area. Your driveway, or access to your home, should be clearly marked and your driveway and roads should be at least 12 feet wide and adequate turnaround space. The less time emergency services need to attempting to reach your home the faster the response time. The same plan should also be in place not only for fire emergencies but also for any emergency. Poor directions, signs and roads waste critical minutes emergencies services need to help you.

In the high country, summer fires are always a concern even with recent rain. Wildland firefighters are responsible for protecting natural resources not homes. As many are learning, the best way to save a home during a wildland fire is to have a defensible space around your buildings. Removing dead plants, trees and shrubs and reducing excess plant parts and low hanging branches create defensible space. Defensible space should be within 30 feet of your home and buildings and trees around your home should be 30 feet apart. Shrubs should be placed 20 feet from any structure and pruned regularly. Plants with high moisture, low sap or resin contents and grow close to the ground are the best plants to use for landscaping.

There is no 100 percent guarantee that homes will be protected by fire. Having defensible space, an emergency plan and using fire resistant materials in and around your home will reduce the risk if a fire moves comes to your doorstep.

Fire safety’s Top Ten List

Ten things to remember to keep your home safe during through out the year and reduce risk of damage during fire season.

1. Remove branches from around the chimney.

2. Use fire resistant materials on and around your home such as, stone, brick and metal to protect your home.

3. Keep roofs, eaves and gutters free of debris.

4. Keep tools for fire protection nearby, tools can include: 100 feet of garden hoses, shovel, rake, buckets and ladder.

5. Make sure water sources such as hydrants and ponds are accessible to emergency crews.

6. Trim grass, up to 100 feet, around your home.

7. Create 30 feet of defensible space by thinning trees and brush around your home.

8. Landscape your property with fire resistant plants and vegetation to prevent fire from spreading quickly.

9. Stack firewood 30 feet away from your home.

10. Store flammable materials in metal containers at least 30 feet from structures and wooden fences.
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